cal and mainly of interest to those working in the field. Anyone considering starting work on this subject will find the contents a useful guide to what has been explored so far.
M C G )SRAELS
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The Granulocyte: Function and Clinical Utilization. Progress in Clinical and Biological Research, vol 13. T J Greenwalt & G A Jamieson (eds) pp 354 $30 New York: Alan R Liss 1977 This book is the proceedings of the eighth annual scientific symposium of the American National Red Cross, held in 1976. Preceding symposia in this series have set a very high standard and the editors are to be congratulated on maintaining the quality with this volume. The aim of the symposium was essentiaIly practical from the blood banking point of view; namely, to explore the problems associated with granulocyte therapy which, at least in the States, has come to stay. At the present time the areas of controversy centre around two aspects. First, the method of granulocyte collection and preservation. Two techniques are used at present: centrifugal leukapheresis which requires expensive and sophisticated equipment; and filtration leukapheresis which is simple and cheap as it only requires a nylon wool filter. AIl aspects of both these techniques are weIldiscussed; the filtration method is presented in an exceIlent article by Djeressi, who first invented the procedure. Secondly, there are the questions concerning the indications and selection of patients for granulocyte therapy and the usefulness of the transfusions both in prophylaxis and in overwhelming infections. These aspects are presented with data obtained from several thousand transfusions at the National Cancer Institutes in Bethesda and Baltimore and also from the Rosswell Park Memorial Institute. The evidence is now substantial that granulocyte therapy is of considerable value in'selected patients.
The first part of the book is devoted to ultrastructural, biochemical and functional aspects of the granulocyte, including phagocytosis (both normal and abnormal) and bactericidal mechanisms; these chapters are wide ranging and comprehensive.
This book can be recommended to all those requ~ring an up-to-date account of granulocyte physiology, as well as those who wish to carry out granulocyte therapy.
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